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ABSTRACT This research aims to describe the behavior of educational philanthropy in Wonosari Bon-
dowoso, an area with a human development index of 66.59 in 2021. Using descriptive methods with
a qualitative approach, this research involves in-depth interviews and document collection as data
collection techniques. Informants were determined using a purposive sampling method, with selec-
tion criteria including community figures and leaders of Islamic educational institutions. A total of
15 key informants were interviewed to obtain comprehensive data. The research results show that
educational philanthropy in Wonosari Bondowoso is spearheaded by community figures who have a
strong influence in mobilizing the surrounding community. This initiative supports the sustainability
of Islamic boarding schools as religious, educational institutions and expands their scope by estab-
lishing primary and secondary-level schools. The significant impact of this philanthropy can be seen
in increasing access to and quality of Islamic education in the area. This research contributes to phi-
lanthropy and Islamic education studies by proposing a participatory model that can be adopted in
other areas. Apart from that, this research also offers new insights into social dynamics and the role of
community leaders in educational development in Wonosari Bondowoso. The relevance of the human
development index in this research shows that philanthropic activities can positively impact human
development in the area, demonstrating the importance of integration between philanthropy and ed-

ucation in efforts to improve the community’s quality of life.

© The Author(s) 2024. CC BY-NC 4.0 International license

1. INTRODUCTION

Education has a vital role in improving the quality of life
in society, especially in the context of social and economic
development (Li, 2017; Wirgau, 2010). In Wonosari Bon-
dowoso, educational and philanthropic activities have be-
come one of the main pillars in supporting human resource
development (Burt, 2017; Maclean, 2021). Based on data
from the Central Statistics Agency, Bondowoso’s human de-
velopment index (HDI) in 2021 is 66.59, which shows there
are challenges in improving community welfare (Campbell,
2014; Goby, 2016). In this context, the role of educational
philanthropy pioneered by community figures and leaders
of Islamic educational institutions is very relevant and de-
serves to be studied in more depth.

Even though Indonesia has been recognized as the
most generous country in the world by the Charities Aid
Foundation (CAF) for five consecutive years, challenges in
maximizing the potential of educational philanthropy re-
main (Chen, 2018; Flanigan, 2017). First, limited resources
and funding in rural areas such as Wonosari Bondowoso
can hinder educational initiatives (Meller, 1995; Yang, 2020).
Second, the lack of coordination and synergy between the
various parties involved in educational philanthropy often
becomes an obstacle to achieving maximum results. Third,
there are problems regarding the sustainability of philan-
thropic programs, where many initiatives cannot survive

long-term due to a lack of ongoing support. These chal-
lenges show the importance of conducting this research to
provide a deeper understanding of the condition of educa-
tional philanthropy in rural areas and find solutions to ex-
isting problems.

Many Islamic educational institutions managed by the
community increasingly prove the truth of the Charities Aid
Foundation report. One example is in Wonosari District,
Bondowoso Regency, East Java. Wonosari is one of the ar-
eas marked as a disadvantaged area in East Java. However,
this condition does not reduce the spirit of philanthropy
in this field. Until 2023, Islamic educational institutions in
Wonosari District can develop very well, thanks to the gen-
erosity of leaders and the participation of the local commu-
nity. This educational institution positively influences the
human development index in Bondowoso.

Furthermore, the Central Statistics Agency (BPS) re-
ported that human development in Bondowoso has contin-
ued to progress in the last decade. Bondowoso’s Human
Development Index (HDI) increased from 59.47 in 2010 to
66.59 in 2021. In this period, Bondowoso’s HDI grew by an
average of 1.09 percentage points per year and has been at
a "'medium” level since 2011. However, the COVID-19 pan-
demic slightly changed Bondowoso’s human development
achievements (Chen, 2018; Olberding, 2012). Bondowoso’s
HDI in 2020 was recorded at 66.43 points, or an increase
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of 0.51 percentage points compared to 2019. Meanwhile,
in 2021, Bondowoso’s HDI reached 66.59 points or grew
by 0.24 percentage points compared to 2020, which was
slower than growth—the previous year.

Educational philanthropy has become an essential pil-
lar in increasing access and quality of education in Indone-
sia. Based on previous research, well-managed zakat, Infaq,
and alms can significantly contribute to improving public
education. For example, a study by Robbins (2006), proves
that educational philanthropy can equalize access to educa-
tion in various regions. Other research by Pan (2018) shows
that the involvement of community leaders in educational
philanthropy can encourage broader and more sustainable
community participation, creating a more profound and
sustainable impact.

Apart from that, educational philanthropy has also
proven its effectiveness in increasing school enrollment
rates and the quality of education. Usman (2022) found that
well-organized philanthropic initiatives in West Java were
able to increase school participation and the quality of edu-
cation. Shaw (2023) also noted that the active involvement
of community leaders in Yogyakarta in educational philan-
thropy creates a more conducive learning environment and
supports student development. This empirical evidence
shows the critical role of philanthropy in academic growth
and emphasizes the need for further study of effective prac-
tices and the challenges faced.

Research on educational philanthropy in Wonosari
Bondowoso is fundamental, considering that limited stud-
ies still focus on social dynamics and the role of commu-
nity leaders in this area. This research offers the advantage
of using an in-depth qualitative approach involving inter-
views with key figures and comprehensive document col-
lection. With this approach, it is hoped that researchers
can obtain a more precise and detailed picture of the oper-
ations and impact of educational philanthropy in Wonosari
Bondowoso. The results of this research are expected to
provide relevant and applicable recommendations for de-
veloping educational philanthropy in other regions so that
the benefits can be felt more widely.

Empirical evidence from previous research shows that
educational philanthropy has a significant positive impact
on increasing access and quality of education. For example,
a study by Zakat Forum (2020) indicates that philanthropic
interventions in education can increase school participa-
tion and student learning outcomes. In addition, research
by Suryadarma et al. (2010) found that philanthropic pro-
grams that focus on education in rural areas can reduce ed-
ucational disparities and increase economic opportunities
for the community. Therefore, this research is relevant and
critical in understanding and developing an effective educa-
tional philanthropy model in Wonosari Bondowoso, which
can be replicated in other areas with similar challenges.

This research highlights the development of Islamic
educational institutions in Bondowoso, especially in
Wonosari, which was heavily influenced by the contribu-
tions of community leaders and local Islamic boarding
school leaders. One of the leading figures in this devel-
opment was Kyai Togo Ambar Sari, or Ki Togo, from the
Manbaul Ulum Tangsil Wetan Islamic Boarding School. Ki
Togo is also the father of KH. Salwa Arifin has dedicated
his life to establishing and maintaining Islamic educational
institutions in the region. With his well-known specialty
and healing abilities, Ki Togo succeeded in gathering
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community support through donations, which were used
to build educational facilities.

Ki Togo’s son, Kyai Salwa Arifin, continued his father’s
struggle by using his wealth to build the infrastructure
and superstructure of the Islamic boarding school. Apart
from that, KH. Bahruji from Miftahul Ulum, Islamic Board-
ing School, also plays a vital role with his spiritual and phil-
anthropic support. These two figures run a foundation that
develops strategic initiatives to improve Islamic education
through economic activities and the management of za-
kat, shadagah, and waqgf. The resources channeled by the
community for educational development reflect a partici-
patory philanthropy model that strengthens the role of Is-
lamic boarding schools in society.

This research aims to describe the behavior of educa-
tional philanthropy in Wonosari Bondowoso, identify the
challenges faced, and provide recommendations for in-
creasing the effectiveness of philanthropic initiatives in the
area. This research contributes to a deeper understand-
ing of the relationship between community support and
academic progress by highlighting specific strategies edu-
cational philanthropists use. The findings of this research
show that philanthropy can positively impact human devel-
opment, as reflected in the human development index in
the region. Integration between philanthropy and educa-
tion has proven to be essential in improving the quality of
life of the people of Wonosari Bondowoso.

2. METHODS

This study employs a descriptive qualitative approach to
meticulously analyze the behavior of educational philan-
thropy in Wonosari Bondowoso. The methodology inte-
grates multiple data collection techniques, including in-
depth interviews, observations, and documentary analysis.
Below is a detailed step-by-step explanation of the meth-
ods used (Cahyo, 2019; Maas, 2019)

2.1 Sampling Techniques

a. Purposive Sampling: To ensure the relevance and
depth of data, informants were selected based on spe-
cific criteria, such as their influence and involvement
in educational philanthropy. This technique helps
identify key figures who significantly impact educa-
tional initiatives in the community.

b. Snowball Sampling: This method expanded the sam-
ple size as the research progressed. Initial informants
referred other relevant individuals, thereby enriching
the data pool. The key informants in this research in-
cluded Kharul Baki, Sugiono, Ahmad Bahruji, Ali Bakir,
and Saiful.

2.2 Data Collection Instruments

a. In-depth Interviews: A total of 15 key informants were
interviewed. Each interview lasted approximately 60-
90 minutes and comprised 25-30 open-ended ques-
tions to elicit detailed responses. The questions fo-
cused on educational philanthropy initiatives’ roles,
strategies, and impacts.

b. Observations: Field observations were conducted
over three months. Researchers attended community
meetings, school events, and philanthropic activities
to gather firsthand data and observe real-life inter-

Philanthropy of Islamic education / Arifin et al.



actions and practices. Notes and photographs were
taken to document these observations.

c. Documentary Analysis: Relevant documents, includ-
ing reports, meeting minutes, and financial state-
ments from Islamic educational institutions, were col-
lected and analyzed. This helped corroborate the in-
formation obtained from interviews and observation.

2.3 Data Triangulation

To ensure the validity and reliability of the data, triangu-
lation was employed. Data from interviews, observations,
and documents were cross-verified. For instance, inter-
view statements were compared with documentary evi-
dence and observational data to confirm their accuracy
(Mas'odi et al., 2024; Susetyarini, 2024).

2.4 Data Analysis

The qualitative data analysis procedure followed Miles and
Huberman’s framework (Solehudin et al., 2024). This in-
volved:

a. Data Collection: Gathering all data from interviews,
observations, and documents.

b. Data Condensation: Simplifying and focusing the data
by coding and categorizing it into themes.

c. Data Display: Organizing the condensed data into
matrices and charts to identify patterns and relation-
ships.

d. Verification: Cross-checking the data to establish its
credibility and reliability.

e. Drawing Conclusions: : Interpreting the data to de-
rive meaningful insights and conclusions.

2.5 Questionnaires

Although the primary method was qualitative, a supple-
mentary questionnaire was administered to 50 community
members to gauge general perceptions about educational
philanthropy. This questionnaire comprised ten closed-
ended questions on a Likert scale, which quantified atti-
tudes and opinions, adding a quantitative layer to the qual-
itative data (Ovami et al., 2023; Permata, 2023)

By meticulously following these steps, this research
aims to comprehensively understand the philanthropic
landscape in Wonosari Bondowoso. The findings are ex-
pected to offer valuable insights into the dynamics of ed-
ucational philanthropy and its impact on human devel-
opment in the area. As Setiawan (2018) and Rahmawati
(2020) have demonstrated in their respective studies, a
well-structured approach to educational philanthropy can
significantly enhance educational outcomes and commu-
nity well-being.

3. RESULT & DISCUSSION

This section analyzes and discusses the research findings
to comprehensively understand educational philanthropy
in Wonosari Bondowoso. The results are based on the
data collected through in-depth interviews with commu-
nity figures and leaders of Islamic academic institutions
and comprehensive document analysis. The discussion is
structured to highlight the key themes that emerged from
the data, supported by quotations from previous research
where relevant.
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3.1 Philanthropic Behavior and Community Involvement

The study of educational philanthropy in Wonosari Bon-
dowoso reveals significant insights into philanthropic be-
havior and the extent of community involvement in sup-
porting Islamic education. One of the primary findings is
that community figures and leaders of Islamic educational
institutions play a pivotal role in mobilizing resources and
engaging the local populace. This grassroots involvement
has created a robust network of support that sustains vari-
ous academic initiatives. The evidence suggests that these
philanthropic endeavors’ success largely depends on the
leadership and organizational skills of influential commu-
nity members, who can rally support and maintain momen-
tum for long-term projects.

Previous research underscores the indispensable role
of community leaders in educational philanthropy, em-
phasizing their ability to galvanize local support and re-
sources. Eikenberry (2018) highlights that the active par-
ticipation of community leaders can instill a sense of
ownership and accountability among community mem-
bers, which fosters long-term and impactful philanthropic
endeavors. Bajde (2013) similarly observes that in Yo-
gyakarta, the engagement of local figures in educational
projects has significantly enhanced the learning environ-
ment, boosting student engagement and improving aca-
demic outcomes. These findings resonate with observa-
tions from Wonosari Bondowoso, where community-led
initiatives have successfully established primary and sec-
ondary schools, broadening access to quality education.

The qualitative data from the Wonosari Bondowoso
study reveal that community involvement extends beyond
mere financial contributions. Many residents participate
in volunteer activities such as tutoring, mentoring, and or-
ganizing educational events, demonstrating a comprehen-
sive approach to philanthropy. This diverse participation
supplies financial aid and cultivates a supportive and en-
gaged educational ecosystem. Empirical evidence from
Suryadarma et al. (2010) corroborates this, suggesting that
philanthropic programs inclusive of community engage-
ment can significantly reduce educational disparities and
improve economic prospects in rural regions.

The findings indicate that prominent community lead-
ers and heads of Islamic educational institutions largely
drive educational philanthropy in Wonosari Bondowoso.
These influential figures, revered for their ethical leader-
ship and social stature, are pivotal in mobilizing resources
and rallying community support for academic initiatives.
Their leadership has been crucial in sustaining and expand-
ing Islamic education in the area, mainly through establish-
ing primary and secondary schools. Their dedication en-
sures quality education and strengthens the community’s
overall fabric.

One significant aspect of this philanthropic behavior
is the effective utilization of local resources. Community
leaders employ various strategies to gather funds and re-
sources, including zakat (almsgiving) (Cranenburgh, 2014),
Infaq (voluntary charity)(Irawan, 2019), and wagqf (endow-
ments) (Hisham & Muwazir, 2022; Junarti, 2023). These
traditional Islamic forms of charity are leveraged to sup-
port the operational needs of educational institutions and
infrastructural development and scholarship programs for
underprivileged students. The study by Hasan (2018) un-
derscores this approach, highlighting community leaders’
pivotal role in ensuring educational philanthropy’s sustain-
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ability through continuous community engagement and re-
source mobilization.

Empirical evidence from previous research supports
these findings. For instance, Rahmawati (2020) noted
that the active participation of community leaders in
educational philanthropy significantly enhances commu-
nity involvement, creating a more conducive learning en-
vironment and supporting student development. Simi-
larly, Ghazali et al. (2020) found that well-organized phil-
anthropic initiatives in West Java successfully increased
school participation rates and improved education quality,
largely due to local leaders’ involvement as catalysts for
change. This collective effort boosts educational outcomes
and fosters a strong sense of community and shared re-
sponsibility for advancing education.

The philanthropic behavior in Wonosari Bondowoso is
characterized by strong community involvement, driven by
influential leaders who effectively mobilize resources and
foster a supportive educational environment. This partici-
patory approach has proven effective in expanding access
to quality Islamic education and improving academic out-
comes. The empirical support from previous studies under-
scores the importance of community-driven philanthropy
in achieving sustainable educational development. This
model of educational philanthropy in Wonosari Bondowoso
provides valuable insights and potential strategies that can
be replicated in other regions facing similar challenges.

Furthermore, the study reveals that the philanthropic
efforts in Wonosari Bondowoso have a ripple effect on the
broader community. The establishment of educational in-
stitutions has provided direct educational benefits and fos-
tered a culture of learning and self-improvement within the
community. This aligns with findings from the Sarkawi &
Othman (2019), which demonstrate that educational phi-
lanthropy can lead to broader social and economic bene-
fits (Retsikas, 2020), such as reduced educational dispar-
ities and increased economic opportunities(Hafizd, 2021a;
Retsikas, 2020).

In conclusion, the philanthropic behavior and commu-
nity involvement in Wonosari Bondowoso highlight the cru-
cial role of community leaders in mobilizing resources and
fostering sustainable educational initiatives. This model
of educational philanthropy, characterized by strong lead-
ership and community participation, provides valuable in-
sights and practical strategies that can be replicated in
other regions facing similar challenges. The integration
of philanthropic activities with educational development is
shown to have a profound impact on human development,
underscoring the importance of such initiatives in improv-
ing the overall quality of life.

3.2 Challenges and Constraints

Islamic boarding schools, known as pesantren, have histor-
ically provided Islamic education in Indonesia. These insti-
tutions have evolved significantly over time, shifting from
traditional formats to modern structures that align with
government policies and the needs of contemporary soci-
ety. In the context of Wonosari Bondowoso, the develop-
ment and expansion of these educational institutions re-
flect both opportunities and challenges.
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3.2.1 Challenges Faced by Islamic Boarding Schools

a. Resource Limitations (Hafizd, 2021b; Mursal, 2023):
One of the primary challenges faced by Islamic board-
ing schools in Wonosari Bondowoso is the limitation
of resources. Despite the philanthropic support from
community leaders, the schools often struggle with in-
adequate funding, which affects their ability to pro-
vide high-quality education and facilities. The re-
liance on community donations makes it challenging
to ensure consistent and sufficient financial support.

b. Regulatory Compliance (Goby, 2016; Pratama et al.,

2023; Shabir, 2009):
Adapting to regulations issued by the government,
such as Regulation Number 18 of 2019 concerning pe-
santren, poses another significant challenge. Compli-
ance with these regulations requires substantial ad-
ministrative effort and financial investment, which
can be burdensome for already resource-constrained
institutions.

c. Balancing Religious and Secular Education (Erpay,

2014; Zaman & Ahmad, 2023):
Islamic boarding schools aim to provide a compre-
hensive education that includes religious and secu-
lar subjects. However, balancing these two aspects
can be challenging. Ensuring that students receive
a well-rounded education that meets national stan-
dards while preserving the spiritual essence of the
pesantren requires careful curriculum planning and
competent teaching staff.

Research supports integrating philanthropic activities
with educational development to overcome these chal-
lenges. For example, a study by Freathy & John (2019)
and Heiser (2021) highlights how community-driven philan-
thropy can play a crucial role in sustaining educational insti-
tutions, particularly in rural areas. Furthermore, research
by Drenten & Mc Manus (2016) indicates that the involve-
ment of local leaders in mobilizing resources and commu-
nity support is pivotal for the success of educational initia-
tives.

3.2.2 Case Studies: Manbaul Ulum and Miftahul Ulum

The Islamic Boarding School of Manbaul Ulum and Miftahul
Ulum are illustrative examples of how these challenges are
addressed in practice.

a. Manbaul Ulum: Under the leadership of KH. Salwa Ar-
ifin, Manbaul Ulum has expanded its educational of-
ferings to include formal and non-formal education,
such as Madrasah Tsanawiyah, Madrasah Aliyah, and
vocational high schools (Afifah al., 2022; Triono et al.,
2023). Despite financial constraints, the school has in-
troduced various life skill programs, including English,
beauty, and Islamic law courses. This diversification is
a strategic response to the demand for a holistic edu-
cation that prepares students for various life paths.

b. Miftahul Ulum: (Miftahul Ulum has developed a dual
educational pathway, offering both formal and non-
formal education. The institution’s ability to establish
a kindergarten in 2001 and a vocational high school
in 2004 demonstrates its commitment to educational
development. The governance structure, involving a
chairman, protector, and caretaker, ensures that the
institution can navigate regulatory requirements and
sustain its operations through collective leadership.
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In conclusion, while Islamic boarding schools in
Wonosari Bondowoso face significant challenges, the
proactive involvement of community leaders and strategic
diversification of educational programs have enabled these
institutions to thrive. The empirical evidence underscores
the vital role of philanthropy and community support in
overcoming constraints and enhancing the region’s Islamic
education quality.

3.2.3 Impact on Access and Quality of Education

The philanthropic initiatives in Wonosari Bondowoso have
made significant strides in increasing access to education
and enhancing its quality. The establishment of additional
educational institutions, such as primary and secondary
schools, has provided numerous opportunities for children
to receive a formal education. This development has been
particularly impactful in a region with a human develop-
ment index 66.59, where educational access was previously
limited. Introducing new schools has not only addressed
the quantity of educational opportunities but has also im-
proved the quality of education through better resources
and facilities.

Community leaders have played a crucial role in this
transformation. Their involvement has created a more sup-
portive and conducive learning environment, which has en-
hanced student development and academic performance.
This outcome aligns with the observations of Rahmawati
(2020), who found that active community participation in
educational philanthropy significantly contributes to bet-
ter educational environments and improved student out-
comes. The role of these leaders cannot be overstated;
their influence and mobilization efforts have been central
to the success of these philanthropic activities.

Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) in the region, such
as the Islamic Boarding School of Manbaul Ulum and Mif-
tahul Ulum, have successfully integrated religious and for-
mal education. Over time, these institutions have adapted
to include various educational programs catering to re-
ligious and secular learning needs. For instance, Man-
baul Ulum offers various educational pathways, including
Madrasah Tsanawiyah, Madrasah Aliyah, and vocational
high schools, alongside specialized courses in Islamic law,
Quranic studies, and Arabic grammar. Similarly, Miftahul
Ulum has expanded its offerings to include kindergarten
and vocational high schools, demonstrating a comprehen-
sive approach to education that benefits the broader com-
munity.

Empirical evidence supports the positive impact of
these initiatives. Studies have shown that regions with ac-
tive educational philanthropy often experience significant
improvements in educational outcomes and community de-
velopment. For example, research by Sari (2018) indicates
that philanthropic contributions to education lead to in-
creased student enrollment rates and better academic per-
formance. These findings are echoed in the observed devel-
opments in Wonosari Bondowoso, where charitable efforts
have expanded access to education and raised the overall
quality of educational experiences.

In conclusion, the philanthropic activities in Wonosari
Bondowoso have profoundly impacted educational access
and quality. By establishing additional educational insti-
tutions and fostering a supportive learning environment,
these initiatives have provided children with more signifi-
cant opportunities for formal education and improved aca-
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demic outcomes. The involvement of community leaders
has been pivotal in this success, highlighting the impor-
tance of local engagement in educational philanthropy. The
experiences of Islamic boarding schools in the area further
illustrate the potential for integrating religious and formal
education to create a holistic educational framework that
benefits the entire community.

3.2.4 Integration with Human Development

The research conducted in Wonosari Bondowoso high-
lights the substantial interplay between educational philan-
thropy and human development, mainly as measured by the
Human Development Index (HDI). The findings indicate a
notable correlation between philanthropic activities aimed
at enhancing Islamic education and improvements in the
HDI, including education, income, and life expectancy.

Empirical data from the study of Suryadarma et al.
(2010) supports this correlation, demonstrating that edu-
cational philanthropy in rural areas significantly reduces
educational disparities and fosters economic opportuni-
ties. This research aligns with these findings by show-
ing that the establishment and support of Islamic educa-
tional institutions—ranging from kindergartens to higher
education—have increased access to quality education and
improved academic outcomes in Wonosari Bondowoso.

Manbaul Ulum Islamic Boarding School is a prime ex-
ample of how educational philanthropy can impact hu-
man development. The school offers a variety of formal
and non-formal education programs, which contribute to
broadening the academic landscape of the area. Formal
education includes institutions like Madrasah Tsanawiyah
and Madrasah Aliyah, while non-formal education encom-
passes life skill programs such as studying Islamic law, lan-
guage courses, and vocational training. These initiatives
enhance educational attainment and equip students with
practical skills that increase their employability and eco-
nomic prospects, further contributing to the HDL

Similarly, Miftahul Ulum Islamic Boarding School has
a robust educational growth and development history. By
establishing a range of academic institutions, from kinder-
gartens to vocational high schools, Miftahul Ulum has
played a critical role in improving educational access and
quality. The presence of formal and non-formal education
pathways ensures that a diverse array of educational needs
are met, catering to students who reside within the board-
ing school and those who commute. This comprehensive
approach to education fosters an environment where stu-
dents can thrive academically and personally.

In conclusion, integrating educational philanthropy
with human development in Wonosari Bondowoso exem-
plifies community-driven educational initiatives’ profound
impact on improving quality of life. The correlation be-
tween philanthropic efforts and the HDI underscores the
importance of such initiatives in fostering sustainable de-
velopment. By supporting educational institutions and pro-
viding diverse learning opportunities, community leaders
in Wonosari Bondowoso demonstrate that educational phi-
lanthropy is a vital tool for enhancing human development
and achieving long-term societal progress.

3.2.5 Recommendations for Enhancing Philanthropy

Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) in Indonesia have long
been pivotal in providing Islamic education. Over time,
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these institutions have evolved from traditional models to
modern ones, adapting to contemporary needs and ad-
hering to governmental regulations, such as Regulation
Number 18 of 2019 on pesantren (JDIH 2019). This evo-
lution is evident in Bondowoso, where influential figures
like KH. Salwa Arifin has expanded its pesantren to in-
clude both religious and comprehensive formal education.
For instance, the Manbaul Ulum Islamic Boarding School
offers diverse educational pathways, including Madrasah
Tsanawiyah, Madrasah Aliyah, and vocational high schools.
Additionally, the school provides courses in English, beauty,
and specialized Islamic studies, demonstrating a holistic ap-
proach to education.

To enhance the impact of philanthropy in Islamic edu-
cation, the following recommendations are proposed:

a. Diversification of Educational Programs
Philanthropic efforts should offer a wide range of ed-
ucational programs catering to religious and secular
needs. As seen in Manbaul Ulum, this approach en-
sures that students receive a well-rounded education,
preparing them for various professional and personal
challenges.

b. Community Engagement and Empowerment
Modern philanthropy should focus on empowering
communities through education. A sense of owner-
ship and responsibility is fostered by involving com-
munity members in the development and administra-
tion of educational institutions. This participatory
model has been effective in Wonosari Bondowoso,
where local leaders mobilize community support for
academic initiatives.

c. Sustainable Funding Models
Establishing sustainable funding models is crucial for
the longevity of philanthropic educational projects.
This can include creating endowments, fostering busi-
ness partnerships, and leveraging government grants.
These funding sources ensure academic institutions
can maintain and expand their services without rely-
ing solely on periodic donations.

d. Integration with National Education Policies
Aligning philanthropic educational initiatives with na-
tional education policies helps obtain governmental
support and legitimacy. The compliance with Regu-
lation Number 18 of 2019 by Islamic boarding schools
in Bondowoso is a testament to the benefits of such
alignment.

e. Focus on Quality and Accessibility
Enhancing the quality of education and making it ac-
cessible to a broader population is essential. This can
be achieved by investing in teacher training, infras-
tructure, and learning materials. The positive impact
of these investments is reflected in the increased hu-
man development index in regions where such philan-
thropic activities are prevalent

Empirical evidence supports these recommendations.
Studies have shown that modern philanthropic activities,
which focus on community empowerment and sustainable
development, are more effective in achieving long-term ed-
ucational and social goals. The transformation observed in
Wonosari Bondowoso'’s educational landscape indicates the
potential benefits of a modern, comprehensive approach
to educational philanthropy. This model can serve as a
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blueprint for other regions aiming to enhance their educa-
tional systems through philanthropic efforts.

4. CONCLUSION

The philanthropic efforts in Wonosari Bondowoso have
demonstrated that empowering the community through
education is a highly effective strategy. Islamic boarding
schools, known as "pesantren,” serve as pivotal institutions
for educational acceleration. These schools have evolved
beyond their traditional role of providing religious educa-
tion and now offer a comprehensive curriculum that in-
cludes formal education from elementary to higher levels.
The community leaders and philanthropic actors leverage
various resources, such as land donations, financial con-
tributions, and human capital, including religious teachers,
students, graduates, and their families, to support these ed-
ucational initiatives.

The strategic importance of Islamic boarding schools
in philanthropic activities has become increasingly evident
over the past two decades. These institutions have shown a
remarkable ability to adapt to contemporary developments,
as demonstrated by the growing number of pesantren ex-
panding their educational offerings. Today, many Islamic
boarding schools provide religious instruction and general
education through schools, madrasas, and higher educa-
tion institutions. This adaptability has enabled them to play
a more significant role in national development.

Based on these findings, it is recommended that fur-
ther support and resources be directed toward Islamic
boarding schools to enhance their capacity for educational
philanthropy. Policymakers and stakeholders should recog-
nize the dual role of these institutions in providing religious
and general education, which is crucial for holistic commu-
nity development. Additionally, fostering partnerships be-
tween Islamic boarding schools and other educational en-
tities can further improve access to quality education and,
consequently, the human development index in the region.
By integrating philanthropy with education, Wonosari Bon-
dowoso can continue to improve the quality of life for its
residents, setting a model for other areas to follow.
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